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SUPPLEMENT

LA

4. GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF BROADCASTING

1. Pattern of Control: Argentine radio broadcasting and the country’s nstionsl
bress wire services constitute an orgenic system of news and Propagendas dissemi-
nation which may be considered as & single unit in defining the nature of the con=-
trol exercised by the Govermment. A key to this control may be found in the press
wite ' gerviwes  which disseminate news and Propaganda meteriasl under the segis
of "the Presidential Undersecretariat of Information and Press. Thege services
constitute the principal sources of meterial broadcast by Argentine radio stations.

brecensorship of broasdcasts » the content of radio

be a faithful, often verbstim reproduction of material
transmitted by the Argentine wire services. The Government's Redio del Estado

and -the ostensibly privetely owned Argentine stations* feature the same news, with
only slight variations > &8 that carried by the Government 's officiel Morsecagt end
the private Argentine wire services.

Although there is no evident
volcecasts has been found to

* Although the Government is known to heve covertly purchased control of all except
one of the so-called private stetions » the fiction of an official, nonpolitical
radio operating side by side with independent transmitters 18 8till meintained. A
series of statements by the Minister of the Interior, in enswer to complaints by
oppusition parties that they were unsble to obtain radio time during the recent
election campaign,
did not broadcast
of the Government, and (2) the opposition parties were perfectly free to purchase
radio time from the brivate stations, nothing if those
stetions did not want to sell the time. The statements were given wide publicity
over the radio and by the press wire services, Supporting this concept of the
official radio as a nonpolitical organ, Peron broasdcest his campaign speeches on g
hook-up of all the major "private" stations called "the privete network of Argentine
radio stations," but not over Radio del Estado. \

48 an indication, however, of the extent to which Radio del Estado serves as an
instrument for the personal aggrendizement of Peron, it may be noted that during the
period from 1 to 12 November, when Perdn temporarily relinquished his office and
Senate President Pro Tempore Albertc Teipaire replaced him in an acting capacity,
Radio del Estado failed to broadcast the customary news bulletins detailing the
President's daily activities. Instead, the official transmitters carried brief
comnentaries on previously reported governmental achievemeqée—:—w-—-—-—- ]
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2. Extent of Control: The Government's virtually complete domination over all
broadcasting activities under the Peron regime has shown no signs of relaxation. On
the contrary, it has become increasingly apparent that through a process of restric-
ting the sources from which radio stations must obtain their news material, the
Goverrment has succeeded in removing the last vestiges of what might be termed inde-
pendent newscesting in Argentina,

The inauguration of operations by the AGENCIA PERIODISTICA ARGENTINA (APA) in
Avgust 1951 constituted a major step toward the centralizetion of news dissemination
and the channeling of materisl to the press and radio through official medis. The
Morsecasts of the ASOCTACION NOTICIOSA ARCENTINA (ANA) and of TELENOTICTAS
AMERICANAS (TELAM) have not been heard for some time, and it may be assumed that
they are no longer in operation, their functions very possibly having been sbsorbed
by APA. Radio Splendid, which used to cerry TELAM dispatches, and Radio Belgresno
now feature national news credited to APA. Radio El Mundo, the third major
"independent” station, credits domestic news to the press service of the deily EL
MUNDO ind to the AGENCIA LATINA DE NOTICIAS.

The discontinuance by Radio Belgrano in October 1951 of the Esso Reporter newscasts s
which obtain their material from the UNITED FRESS,* eand the apparent elimination of
the ASSOCIATED PRESS ag & source of foreign news on Radio El Mundo marked s further
move towsrd the suppression of independent reporting on the Argentine radio. The
INTERNATTIONAL NEWS SERVICE > used as a source of foreign news reports by Radio
Belgrano, Radio Splendid, and Redio E1 Mundo » 18 now the only U.S, press agency
quoted in Argentine broadcasts. In addition to INS, Radio Belgrano and Radio E1
Mundo use REUTERS dispatches, and Radio Splendid and Radio E1 Mundo credit some of
their foreign news to the AGENCE FRANCE=PRESSE.

3. Freedom of the Press: Argentine radio broesdcasts and press transmissions
continue to declare on every occasion thet there is complete freedom of the press

in Argentina. At the same time, the hostile foreign press and LA NACION, the re=
maining mouthpiece of the opposition at home, are described as being under the
domination of “Well Street capitalists and imperielists." This theme was especielly
exploited during the September 1951 meeting of the Inter-Americen Press Association
in Montevideo, which the Argentine delegates and several other Latin American dele-
gations boycotted, charging that the Association was controlled by "capiteligt™
interests and that it did not really represent the press of the American netions.

Great prominence was given on Argentine voicecests and wire service transmissions
to the Argentine~led split and, to the subsequent formation of & Latin Americean
press association which will hseve its headquarters in Buenos Aires. Prominently
Testured also was the "Free Press Decalogue" published by the Argentine-led group.

B. NOTES ON INDIVIDUAL PRESS SERVICES

1. The Argentine Government Morsecasts: Two daily transmissions in Spanish Morse,
believed to be intended primarily for Argentine diplometic missions abroad, contain
the official version of domestic news s apparently compiled by the Presidentisl
Undersecretariat of Informetion and Press. National news comprises the bulk of the
tiva.nsmissians, but a number of foreign-datelined items-~generally reports tending
to point up unrest in other countries as contrasted with favorable conditions in
Argentina or statements by foreign officiels praising Argentina~--are also included.
The proportion of transmission time devoted to such material appesrs to have in-
creased somewhat during the past year.

* These programs wWere discontinued three days after the unsuccessful 28 September
revolt against the Peron regime, possibly because of the menner in which Latin
Awerican Esso Reporter newscasts handled reports on the uprising. The Esso Reporter
generally deemphasized the officisl Argentine version.
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An AGENCIA LATINA service message in December 1951 referred to these casts as "the
transmissions of the Servicio Informativo Radiel Argentine, SIRA," indicating thst
the Argentine Government may have established a press-service counberpart to Radio
del Esiado’s SIRA (Servicio Internacionsl Radiofonice Argentino) voicecasts for
listeners abroad. No mention of a SIRA press service has been heard over the
Argentine radic, however, snd the official press transmissions, which prior to 1950
were addressed to Argentine diplomastic missions, now speci.y no recipient or
originaeting office. The pattern and content of the transmissions have undergone
no significant change within the past several years.

2., The AGENCIA PERIODISTICA ARGENTINA: This agency now transmite e Spanish-
langusge Morsecast verying in length from six to eight hours. It features
complete coverage of Argentine news, including official developments, plus an ex-
tengive worlde-wide coverage. Its foreign items, when not submitted by APA's own
sorrespondents abroad, are credited to INS and the AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. The
langusge and style of these transmissions are distinguished by an absence of
cablese and by apparently painstaking editing. On politicel snd controversial
matters, APA faithfully echoes the official Argentine point of view.

3. The AGENCIA LATINA DE NOTICIAS: Prior to 1 January 1952, AGENCTA LATINA's
Buenos Aires bureau transmitied three Spanish Morsecasts daily, varying in length
from 30 minutes to an hour, featuring orficial news and reports on political
developments reflecting the Peronista viewpoint, as well as lengthy reviews of
pro=-Peron comuentaries appearing in publications sbroad. These trensmissions were
guspended on 1 Janusry for an unspecified period snd have not been resumed st this
writing., Subscribers were asked to monitor the Argentine Government Morsecasts
pending resumption of the service.

The agency, founded by Brazilisn newsman Geraldeo Roche, editor snd publisher of the
Rio de Janeivo daily O MUNDO, has & bureau in Rio which transmits & deily cast in
Spanigh and Portuguese Morse. AGENCIA LATINA has a close working asrrangepent with
O MUNDO, which apparently serves as the Brazilian mouthpiece of the Peron regime.
The Buenos Airss buresu has frequently sent instructions to editor Rocha request-
ing him to feature certain stories or to publish commentaries on particular develop-
ments in Argentina. Following their appearance in O MUNDO, such commentaries have
been transmitted from Buenos Aires under Ric de Janeiro datelines as reviews of

0 MUNDO articles. Communicebions from the Rio de Janeiro bureau are generally
addressed to editor Dobarro in Bueros Aires.

AGENCIA LATINA serves ag & major channel for Argentine‘’s current enti-U.S. propa-
gande: its transmissions lay particular stress on the "intrigues" fomented by

the U.S. and its "capitalist interests" throughout Latin America, echoing the
Argerntine radic's emphasis on the Latin American, as opposed to the North Americen,
viewpoint. The sgency gave extensive coverage to the Montevideo press conference
split, cerrying lengthy stetements by Latin Americen newsmen denouncing U.S, ex-
ploitation of the Inter-American Press Asasocistion. It festures press comment on
the allegedly Wall Strest-inspired "anti-Argentine campaign"” both sbroad and within
the country, as exemplified by a story in May, transmitted from Buenos Aires under
a Mexico City dateline, according to which a U.S. general had revealed the existence
of a plan to have "an arwy of Latin Americen troops" occupy Argentina "and other
countries which thus far have failed to bow to the will of the United Stetes.” A
Caracas~datelined story in November, also transmitted from Buenos Aires, atiributed
to A F, of L. Latin American lisison official Sersfinc Romueldi the statement that
he was spending huge sums in an effort to promote an anti~Peron uprising in Argen-
tina. This report was referred to by Peron in a radio campaign speech on the same day.

Expanding its activities, AGENCIA LATINA opened a buresu in Havena, Cuba, in December
1951. The agency's Paris correspondent now files dispatches to Rio de Janeiro via
Havans. Both the Buenos Aires and Rio bureaus address their trensmissions to the ANSA
news agency 1n Rome as well as to Letin American recipients.

4, The SAPORITI News Agency: A daily Morsecast in Spanish for ships at sea, last-
ing approximately 30 minutes, features falrly complete coverage of domestic news
highlights, concisely presented. The trensmission echoes the official viewpoint.
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